http://www.brecorder.com/general-news/172/1235415/
[image: http://www.brecorder.com/images/br-black.gif]




September 28, 2013

Speakers call for allowing media access to PA panels
Recorder Report
Participants of a workshop held here under the auspices of Development, Environment, Legal Aid and Technical Support and Advocacy Association (DELTA) called for the access of media representatives to the proceedings of all panels of the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Public Accounts Committee (PAC) to guarantee the right to information of the people.

Under contract with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Development, Environment, Legal Aid, Technical Support and Advocacy Association (DELTA), a non-governmental organization, is implementing a project titled 'Strengthening Citizens' Voice through Advocacy (SVCA)' in the districts of Swabi, Mardan, Peshawar, Nowshera and Charsadda.
The participants of the workshop included clerics, civil society and media representatives. The participants reviewed the Right to Information (RTO) Ordinance, promulgated by the PTI government in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa clause by clause and make recommendations for bringing further improvement in it. They also called for the extension of the law to Federally Administered Tribal Area and inclusion of a journalist on the proposed commission to be constituted under it.
They said that the Ordinance is already presented in the provincial assembly in the shape of a bill and the Speaker referred it to a special panel of the House comprising of the members of all parliamentary groups in the Assembly. The Citizens' Voice Project, that is helping DELTA to implement its SVCA project, aims to improve engagement between citizens and government in order to promote good governance in Pakistan, by strengthening citizens' voice and public accountability.
DELTA conducted a meeting with its Media Forum in collaboration with the National Research and Development Foundation (NRDF) here Thursday. The project was introduced by Naazlee Sardar, President of DELTA and Yousaf Riaz Khalil, Senior Board of Governor for DELTA.
They said that DELTA is in the process of conducting various activities to eradicate corruption from the society and in this aspect have arranged different awareness and advocacy programmes such as district level conferences, citizens' group meetings, radio programmes, consultation/workshops and other interactive sessions with stakeholders of the society. 

The participants are of the view that RTIO KP 2013 promotes transparency, which directly leads to lesser secrecy and better governance. However, it is very important for the legislators to enact the RTIO KP 2013 in its current form and not make too many radical changes to the 32 clauses of the ordinance, and follow it up with a comprehensive set of rules for effective implementation. 
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Media Forum Reviews RTI Ordinance KP 2013
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RTIC AP 2013 1 12 cument form &nd not meks f0a many
raioal changes fo the 32 causss of the ominsnce, sna
folow  up wih s compraansive st of ries fo affactie
implamentaton
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Project to promote
good governance
goes on

Bureau report

PESHAWAR: Under contract
with the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID), the Development, En-
vironment, Legal Aid, Technical
Support &Advocacy Association
(DELTA), a non-governmental
organisation is implementing a
project titled ‘Strengthening Cit-
izens Voice through Advocacy
(SVCA) in the districts of
Swabi, Mardan, Peshawar, Now-
- shera and Charsadda.
The Citizens’ Voice Project,
* that is helping DELTA to imple-
ment its SVCA project, aims to
improve engagement between
_ citizens and government in
order to promote good gover-
nance in Pakistan, by strength-
- ening citizens’ voice and public
. accountability.

DELTA's conducted a meet-
mg with its Media Forum in col-
| laboration with the National Re-
i search and Development
' Foundation (NRDF).
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Improving accountability

Journalists demand
extension of RTI to FATA

Say they should be a
part of information
committees in

the national and
provincial assemblies

5 OUR CORRESPONDENT _
Joumnalists on Friday de-
manded the Right to
Information (RTY) Ordinance,
2013 be extended to the
Federally Administered Tibal
Areas (Fata).

“They made the demand at
an event organised by the

Development, Environment,
Legal A, Technical Support
and Advocacy Association
(DELTA) in_collaboration
with the National Research
and Development Foundation
(NRDF)under USAID.
Suategies to eradicate cor-
ruption from society and
raise public awareness
against it were also dis-
cussed. Joumnasts contended
they should be allowed toar-
tend meetings of standing
and pubic funds committees
of the provincial assembly
“They also suggested that
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reporters covering both na-
tonal and provincial assem-
bl must become partof the
information commitiee.
DELTA President Naazlee
Sardar lauded the RTI bill,
saying the ordinance is a5
g00d as the one enacted in
Serbia, which is currently
ranked number one in RTI
ratings worldwide. “DELTA
s eviewing the billand will
suggest improvements oleg:
{stators before it is enacted,
she added,

“The overall ordinance is
commendable considering.

DELTA President
Naazlee Sardar lauded
the Rl law, saying
the ordinance is
asgood as the one
enacted in Serbia

information can be requested
through email free o cost or
up 020 pages, said Sardar.
She also briefed partcipants.
on advocacy programmes,
including distric level con-
ferences, citizens' group
meetings, adio programmes.

andother nteractve sessions
being undertaken by her
organisation

DELTA is currently imple-
menting a Strengthening
Citizens Voice through
Advocacy (SCVA) project in
‘Swabl, Mardan, Peshawar,
Nowshera and Charsadda
districs,

SCVA aims to improve
engagement between citi
2ens and the government o
promote good governance
by giving them a voice
and stengthening public
accountabiliy.




